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The painting by William M. Paxton, entitled " 1875," 
which is reproduced as a frontispiece to this number of 
Art and Progress, was awarded the Walter Lippincott 
prize at the opening of the Tenth Annual Exhibition of 
the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, wherein 
it is shown. It is a delightful piece of genre painting, 
distinctly a study in costume, for the feature of the 
picture is the lady's emerald green satin gown, once 
so regal in style, now so quaintly old fashioned. There 
have been in the past some great painters of the mode, 
such for example as Alfred Stevens, and of these Mr. 
Paxton is a worthy successor. Within the past few 
years many charming interiors have come from his 
studio; pictures pan ed with the care and attention 
to detail that characterizes the work of the little Dutch 
masters, yet pictures which in spirit are essentially 
contemporary and modern. In the present day when 
the tendency is to disregard both draughtsmanship 
and finish it is well to have such work to help maintain 
the balance, and it is altogether gratifying to know that 
despite the tendencies of the time such work should 
receive at the hands of the artist's confreres the dis- 
tinction of award. William M. Paxton was born in 
Baltimore, Maryland, in 1869. He studied at the 
Ecole des Beaux-Arts in Paris under Gerome. His 
home and studio are now in Boston. He is repre- 
sented by paintings in the permanent collections of 
the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts and 
also the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York. 
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